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576 sir rohan's ghost. [April, 

27. — Dr. Oldham, at Greystones, and his Talk there. New York : 
D. Appleton & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 342. 

This book is often amusing, almost always wise, sometimes tedious. 
Its motto, De omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis, is hardly too broad 
for its scope, which embraces cosmogony and the vices of New York, 
architecture and housewifery, the profoundest mysteries of theology 
and the woman's rights controversy, and passes at a leap from maxima 
to minima, and from minima to maxima. The Doctor, whose talk fills 
the greater part of the volume, is as garrulous and whimsical as he is 
sensible and kind ; and though, were he an actual doctor, we would 
gladly accept the bran of his discourse for the large percentage of 
fine flour mixed with it, should he be again presented to the public, his 
readers will not, we think, be any the less grateful to his editor for 
using the sieve. 



28. — Sir Rohan's Ghost. A Romance. Boston : J. E. Tilton & Co. 
1860. 12mo. pp. 352. 

Seldom has a first book by a young writer been so full of promise 
as this. Its very faults are those flowing from an exuberance of rich 
fancy and fervid imagination. The story is subsidiary to its high moral 
significance, and is rather brought out by the workings of its prime 
hero's horror-stricken conscience, than unfolded by direct narration. 
It is a story of early guilt, followed by the haunting of weird and fear- 
ful shapes projected upon the outward world from the remorseful 
consciousness within, made visible, tangible, and audible by the Neme- 
sis that unrelentingly pursues inexpiable crime, and at times so per- 
vading the surrounding atmosphere as to intrude upon other life-spheres 
than the one which they persistently people with their phantasms. 
But the power of the work resides not wholly or chiefly in this bold 
conception so vividly embodied. It has other features, as gently yet as 
forcefully attractive as this is terribly fascinating. Descriptive litera- 
ture, in various departments both of nature and art, is greatly enriched 
by many of these pages ; and in the numerous descriptive passages 
we hardly know which most to admire, the minuteness and verisimili- 
tude of the details, or the warmth of imaginative genius which fuses 
them into a series of brilliant prose-poems that claim, yet scarce need, 
rhythm to make them prose no longer. We express our first and un- 
moved opinion with regard to the work ; — others may differ with us as to 
what has already been achieved ; but there can be — we believe there 
is — only a unanimous judgment as to the author's wonderful power, 



